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Comparison of Significant Areas of California Constitution and the U.S Constitution

California constitution and the constitution of the United States are similar I various ways, and also differ in some other ways, some of which are discussed here. Generally, America's constitutional protections apply to state law through the fourteenth amendment. The government of California and its constitutions, therefore, are prohibited from violating basic rights that are given by America's constitution. Structurally, America's constitution together with its amendments gives United States citizens fundamental rights and the California constitution elaborates with more protections through some means that the federal government does not. United States Constitution gives California State the right to offer these additional protections and laws provided that the latter conforms to the United States Constitution. Both California and the Americas constitution documents contain a bicameral administration. The California government comprises of the state legislative body and state senate with eighty and forty members respectively. In the state legislative body and the California senate-houses, the districts population size is the basis of representation. The federal legislature, in comparison, has a bicameral parliament. In this legislature, representation is based on the core independent law of a single individual, a single vote in the House of Representatives, which comprises of for hundred and thirty-five members, and a senate whereby every state, regardless of the size, are represented by two senators. Whereas senators of the United States are elected in office to serve for six years, California state senators are elected to run the office for the duration of four years. In the United States House of Representatives and the state legislative body, terms are for only two years. In national and state governments, the chief executives are somewhat comparable. The disparity lies in the other parts of the administrative branch. In California State, the Lieutenant Governor, comparable to America's vice president, is voted in by citizens and does not run as a pair with the governor. The treasurer, Attorney General, controller and public instruction superintendent are also voted by citizens, whereas these same or similar functions at the national level are chosen by the president to constitute the executive cabinet. 

In the legal branch, there is a larger level of voter direct power in California regime compared to the national government. Quoting the constitution, "juries of the Supreme Court shall be voted at large and courts of appeal judges and governors shall be voted in their districts during general elections at the same time and place and shall serve for twelve years (Article VI, Section 16A). This evidently contrasts the president's act of choosing national judges, whose authority at that stage is further improved by the actuality that all national courts judges stay in office until death.  Additionally, article III of California constitution divides state government into executive, judicial and legislative branches just like the United States Constitution. In California constitution, the governor is allowed to line veto bills awaiting approval. In short, this means that the governor can accept or delete various parts of the bill. On the other hand, the president of United States can only veto the whole bill. This is a major difference evident in the two constitutions. Another difference between these two documents is that; according to article V of the California constitution, (Executive Department), the Lieutenant Governor and the state Governor are voted in by citizens and they run separately whereas the president of the United States runs on the same ticket with his vice president and are therefore voted as a pair.  Between the three constitutional branches lies checks and balances system, veto and override. California, as a state, has precise constitutional guidelines for fundamental state duties including water, marriage, and education among several others. In the management of such matters, California constitution has greater details on them, whereas generally, the constitution of the United States is a universal structure that operates the government. California Constitution, in general, is longer than the federal constitution and it is more complex as well. Finally, during the progressive reforms era, California included the Initiative, Referendum, and Recall to its structure at the turn of the twentieth century.  
